
Candlemas 

My dear Friends, 

Last Sunday afternoon we had a Baptism service in St Margaret's Church. This would normally 
be an unremarkable statement as we are fortunate in the normal pattern of things to welcome 
many young families throughout the year either to our morning services in each of our 
churches or to afternoon services for the Sacrament of Baptism. They are always joyful 
occasions and often with very large gatherings of family and friends supporting the newly 
Baptised. Last Sunday was certainly joyful but there was a very limited attendance . The two 
parents were joined by three godparents and the baby was supported by his sister and two 
brothers, all of whom I have Baptised in St Margaret's. Strict social distancing, hygiene and all 
the current guidelines were scrupulously followed. I am pleased to say that none of this 
distracted from it being a delightful experience.  

This coming week in Church we recall another young family coming to their place of worship 
to follow the traditions of their Faith. We learn from St Luke Chapter 2 that Mary and Joseph 
brought the infant Jesus to the temple to present him to the Lord, “Every first born male shall 
be designated as holy to the Lord.” They offered the sacrifice of two pigeons or two 
turtledoves. This was something that all Jewish families would have done.  

There was however for them an unusual turn of events. The devout, righteous, aged Simeon 
was guided by the Holy Spirit to visit the temple at the same time as the Holy Family. Simeon 
had been promised that he would not die before seeing the Messiah. The old man took the 
baby in his arms and praised God declaring that he had now seen the salvation that w as 
foretold, Jesus was “a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 
Naturally Mary and Joseph were amazed at these words. The reaction of the prophetess Anna, 
a devout woman of 84 was also extraordinary. She never left the temple but now made every 
effort to spread the good news of the arrival of the new Messiah to all who had awaited his 
coming.  

This festival in our Christian calendar we celebrate as the Presentation of Christ in the Temple. 
Since Simeon called Jesus a light to lighten the Gentiles we light special candles at this time, 
hence the popular name Candlemas. This event marked a new beginning for Mary and Joseph, 
they are now parents. It was also a new start for Anna and Simeon and all the people who had 
like them looked forward to the long expected Saviour.  

Many I know who read these words are still waiting for new beginnings, a fresh start , perhaps 
to be brought by a vaccine. Others will already be rejoicing as they have received this hope for 
better health in the future. Some will still be in dark times coping with illness and others facing 
bereavement and loss. During Advent, at Christmas and now at Candlemas we have been 
lighting candles in Church and at home. We do so throughout the year to pray for the sick and 
remember the departed. In houses and flats we light candles for special meals and birthdays. 
We can do so now too recalling the past, looking with hope to the future and praising God for 
sending his Son to be with us all for ever, alongside side us in all our joys and sorrows.  

Best wishes and prayers  
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath.  


